
Sunday September 19th 2021: Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For use by the Central Norfolk Circuit at 10.30 am or other suitable time.  
 

Hymn  StF 409   
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell / and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell / how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions / rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: All are welcome (x2), all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach / beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach / and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger / bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: All are welcome (x2), all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where all are named / their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed / as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter / prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: All are welcome (x2), all are welcome in this place. 
Marty Haugen  (b 1950 )   CCL no. 5365402 
 

Prayer 
 

Have a time of quiet for both praise – and penitence. 
 

Psalm set for today: Psalm 1  
 

To think about 
 

What makes this a good Psalm to be the first in the book? 
 

Lectionary Gospel reading: Mark 9 v 30 – 37 
 

Hymn  H&P 146 
 

Jesus, friend of little children / be a friend to me; 
take my hand, and ever keep me /close to thee. 
 

Teach me how to grow in goodness / daily as I grow;  
thou hast been a child, and surely / thou dost know. 
 

Never leave me nor forsake me / ever be my friend; 
for I need thee from life’s dawning / to its end. 
Walter John Mathams  (1853 – 1931) 
 

To think about 
 

John Hull, in his message below, says that Jesus gives the disciples three important pieces of 
information in today’s gospel reading. Summarise these for yourself in your own words. 
 

Message from a Circuit friend  
 

On our travels over the years, Wendy and I have visited many different churches, mostly Methodist 
but not exclusively. One of the things that we remember best is the welcome we received. The 
worship was important, of course, but the presence of Christ in the church was shown by the 
warmth of the welcome.  A different type of welcome has been shown in recent days with the 
arrival in this country of many people fleeing from the turmoil in Afghanistan. In spite of the widely 
reported antagonism by some towards incomers, the response to these desperate people by 



members of the public has been amazing. Offers of hospitality, clothing, food and general support 
have shown that the majority of the people of this country will warmly welcome those in need.   
There have been many such instances. Norwich’s prosperity in the 17th Century was partly down to 
the influx of skilled weavers escaping persecution in Europe. The expulsion of the Asian population 
from Uganda in more recent times helped create a new emphasis on small businesses, many of 
which have flourished.  These folk come from a different culture and may have a different faith to 
us. However, in Sam Parfitt’s talk to us on a recent Sunday evening, she told us how Jesus treated 
the Syro-Phoenician woman whose daughter was possessed by an evil spirit. Though from a 
different race and culture, (and a woman!), Jesus treated her as he would have anyone else. What 
an example for us. 
In the Gospel reading for today, Jesus is giving the disciples three important pieces of information, 
and the third statement relates to the importance of welcome. He took a little child and told the 
disciples, ‘whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name, welcomes me; and whoever 
welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me’. Surely an instruction such as this 
cannot be ignored, whether it be in welcoming people to our places of worship or welcoming those 
in need to our country? 
John Hull (Local Preacher and member of Beetley Methodist Church) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

We pray for our local church, the churches of our Circuit and for churches across the country – 
asking that all may make visitors, new folks, outsiders, welcome – in the name of Jesus.  
 

We pray for our world, for our country, for the Church, for our local communities, for our families, 
our friends, our neighbours, and ourselves… 
 

Offer to God your offertory for the week, and say the Lord’s Prayer… 
 

Hymn  StF 611  
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you / let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace / to let you be my servant too. 
 

We are pilgrims on a journey / and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other / walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

I will hold the Christ-light for you / in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you / speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping / when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow / till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 

When we sing to God in heaven / we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve known together / of Christ’s love and agony. 
Richard A M Gillard (b 1953) 
 

May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love, this day and always, Amen. 
 

Circuit Information 
 

Our period of preparation for the COP26 Climate Change Conference includes a five-week zoom course on 
Tuesday evenings 7 – 8 o’clock.  Using the York Course ‘Caring for Creation’, the material includes biblical 
material, an audio interview, and lots of questions and things to think about!  If you would like the zoom 
link or a copy of the course book (or both), please get in touch.  If you are not on the internet, you could 
still follow the material in the booklet. 
 

Starting next week, we will include a short extract from our own preparation material – already circulated 
– as a starter for ten for something to think about in the 5 weeks up to the Conference in early November. 
This will include a lifestyle challenge for each week – some of the challenges are easier than others! 


