
Sunday September 26th 2021: Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For use by the Central Norfolk Circuit at 10.30 am or other suitable time.   
This the 80th edition of our Worship at Home sheet. 
 

Hymn  H&P 363   
 

Yes, God is good – in earth and sky / from ocean-depths and spreading wood, 
ten thousand voices seem to cry: ‘God made us all, and God is good’. 
 

The sun that keeps its trackless way / and downward pours its golden flood, 
night’s sparkling hosts, all seem to say / in accents clear that God is good. 
 

We hear it in the rushing breeze / the hills that have for ages stood, 
the echoing sky and roaring seas / all swell the chorus: ‘God is good’. 
 

For all thy gifts we bless thee, Lord / but chiefly for our heavenly food, 
thy pardoning grace, thy quickening word / these prompt our song, that God is good. 
John Hampden Guerney (1802 - 1862) 
 

Prayer 
 

Have a time of quiet for both praise – and penitence. 
 

Psalm set for today: Psalm 124  
 

Hymn  StF 638  H&P 73 
 

Through all the changing scenes of life / in trouble and in joy, 
the praises of my God shall still / my heart and tongue employ. 
 

O magnify the Lord with me / with me exalt his name; 
when in distress to him I called / he to my rescue came. 
 

Fear him, you saints, and you will then / have nothing else to fear; 
make you his service your delight / your wants shall be his care. 
Nahum Tate (1652 – 1715) and Nicholas Brady (1659 – 1726)  
 

Old Testament reading set for today: Esther chapter 7 v 1 – 6, 9 – 10, chapter 9 v 20 – 22   
 

Please note: As they say sometimes on TV/Radio – some people might find some of this distressing… 
 

Message from a Circuit friend  
 

The Old Testament book of ‘Esther’ is a story centred on monarchy and the political intrigues of a 
Royal Household. - The king, an oriental ruler, is mentioned nearly 200 times. In direct contrast, 
God is never named. - Haman, the right-hand man, enjoys a meteoric rise to power, apparently 
from nowhere.  He is called an Agagite, almost certainly an Amalekite, and you can read more 
about GOD’s discontent with that tribe in Deuteronomy 25 v. 17-19.  Esther, a Jewess & a 
complete outsider, becomes Queen of the Empire under quite unusual circumstances; whilst her 
uncle, Mordecai, slips in and out of the plot at various strategic moments; and it has to be noted 
that if he had been a good and observant Jew, he should have known better than to encourage his 
niece-cum-daughter to be involved with a Gentile consort. - The crux of the tale lies in the fact that 
the Jewish people faced a threat to their very existence because Haman, the Agagite, wanted to 
eradicate them from the Empire, in an act of ethnic cleansing.  
This is week one of our ‘Caring for Creation’ initiative and we are invited to focus on ‘The 
Environment’. The existential threat which faces us all today comes from changes to our natural 
environment which are being seriously aggravated by our human activities. For many years various 
senior members of our Royal Household have been actively involved in promoting Environmental 
issues, long before these became matters of obvious concern for us all. So let us thank God for all 



environmentally concerned leaders and may we be granted the grace to listen carefully and act 
discerningly regarding the things which they have to say. Amen. 
Elizabeth Wright (Local Preacher and member of Saham Hills Methodist Church) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

We pray for the Royal Family giving thanks for their foresight and courage in speaking out on 
Environmental issues.  We pray for organisations and individuals who are speaking out now on the 
Climate Crisis and for all of us as we seek the motivation to change our behaviour and lifestyles.  
 

We pray for our world, for our country, for the Church, for our local communities, for our families, 
our friends, our neighbours, and ourselves… 
 

Offer to God your offertory for the week, and say the Lord’s Prayer… 
 

A Prayer for God’s World by Rev Julian Pursehouse (Chair of East Anglia District) 
 

God of grace and love, embodied in time and space,  
we glimpse your glory in the living word of Christ and the dancing fire of your Spirit. 
In the light of your presence, you call us to open our eyes to the gift of your good creation 
and to take delight in all that you have made; 
may we be truly thankful, truly happy and truly responsible as we step lightly upon the hallowed earth. 
In the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Hymn  StF 239 
 

Sent by the Lord am I / my hands are ready now 
to make the earth the place / in which the kingdom comes.  x 2  
 

The angels cannot change / a world of hurt and pain 
into a world of love / of justice and of peace. 
The task is mine to do / to set it really free. 
Oh help me to obey / help me to do your will.    José Aguiar  
 

May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love, this day and always, Amen. 
 

Circuit Preparation for COP 26 international Climate Change Conference 
The full preparation material is available from any member of Staff or our Circuit Administrator. 
 

Quote from ‘Caring for Creation’:  
 

“Our planet with all its teeming life, its complex web of intricate relationships between elements, 
minerals, plants, animals and people, is God’s precious gift to us. However, all this is seriously 
under threat owing to the actions of humans: 
 

• Contamination of the soil, air and water 

• Depletion of the resources needed to sustain life 

• Destruction of the rain forests (the lungs of the planet) 

• Rapid decrease in bio-diversity 
 

We could go on and on. All these finely balanced eco-systems that are so fragile are being 
irreparably damaged. We desperately need to reduce our human impact on the earth.”  
 

Information to make us think: It takes plastic 500 years to decompose.  And in every square mile 
of ocean it is estimated that there are 46,000 pieces of plastic. 
 

Lifestyle Challenge of the Week: Try and do at least one of these things: 
 

• Do one thing in your garden to encourage wildlife (even if it is very small indeed) 

• Pick up litter from one path or street or playground in your vicinity 

• Buy as much as you can from the supermarket without any plastic packaging  


