
Sunday October 10th 2021: Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For use by the Central Norfolk Circuit at 10.30 am or other suitable time.   
 

Hymn  SOF 524    
 

Thank you, Lord, for this fine day/ thank you, Lord, for this fine day, 
thank you, Lord, for this fine day, right where we are. 
Alleluia, praise the Lord!  Alleluia, praise the Lord!  Alleluia, praise the Lord!  Right where we are. 
 

Thank you, Lord, for… add your own extra verses 
 

Thank you, Lord, for loving us/ thank you, Lord, for loving us,     
Thank you, Lord, for loving us, right where we are.  
Diane Davis Andrew  CCL no. 5365402 
 

Gospel reading set for today: Mark 10 v 17 – 34    
 

To think about 
 
 

Do you think Jesus’ words to the young man apply to everybody?  Or just to him? 
 

Message from a Circuit friend  
 

The gospel reading set for today tells of a rich young man coming to Jesus with a question, “Good Teacher, 

what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus points him to the commandments and his response is that 

he’s kept them all! Wow! I’m not sure personally about the last one (see Exodus 20 if you’re not certain). 

We clearly have a perfectly upright young man. How could he possibly fail to attain his goal? But Jesus sees 

right into his heart and knew his first love was his riches. This was something the young man could not give 

up – he chose worldly goods rather than heavenly ones. How sad, but very much the story of so many 

people today.  From this story, firstly we need to bear in mind that Jesus sees right into our hearts, nothing 

is hidden from his searching eyes. Maybe, if we bear in mind this fact more often, we might avoid some of 

our sinful ways. Secondly, are we sure that we, unlike the rich young man, will ‘inherit eternal life’? Is there 

anything (yes, anything) in this world that we love more than our Lord and Saviour and doing His will? I 

recall many years ago reading a booklet entitled, ‘A spiritual check-up’. This, at the time made me sit up 

and think. Maybe all of us need to constantly give ourselves that check-up. It’s so easy to suffer from a 

spiritual amnesia of convenience, easy to lose sight of our sins and shortcomings, easy to lose sight of 

those things that we might love more than our Lord. There comes a time for all of us when we may need to 

confess and repent, to put aside any stumbling blocks which can prevent us from ‘inheriting eternal life!’ 
Alan Warby (Local Preacher and member of Watton Methodist Church) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 
 

We pray for all who are struggling to find meaning in life and/or wondering how they can best 
serve God in their particular context and circumstances. 
 

It is ‘Prison’s Sunday’ and here is a suggested prayer. 
Lord, you offer freedom to all people. 
We pray for those in prison. 
Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist. 
Support with your love prisoners and their families and friends, prison staff and all who care. 
Heal those who have been wounded by the activities of others, especially the victims of crime. 
Help us to forgive one another. 
To act justly, love mercy and walk humbly together with Christ in His strength and in His Spirit,  
now and every day. Amen. 
 

We pray for our world, for our country, for the Church, for our local communities, for our families, 
our friends, our neighbours, and ourselves. 
 



We continue to pray for our Prime Minister and government, and our country, in the run-up to the 
COP 26 Climate Change Conference.  We pray for ourselves as we think about, and act on, the 
issues – particularly as they relate to our lifestyle and behaviours. 
 

Hymn  (use the tune of ‘Brightest and Best of the Sons of the morning) 
 

Called to be partners with God in creation / stewards of the biosphere, what can we do? 
How can we work with the land as it’s changing / working more flexibly, alter our view.  
 

Here with a climate that’s moving, evolving / summers are drier, but winters more wet, 
storm, drought and flood, matched with wildfire, erosion / raising the question how great is our debt?  
 

Help us to learn how to live with each species / neighbours to share with our planetary store. 
Earth has a cycle, a sensitive balance / ours to care fairly, destroy or restore.  
 

God infuse learning, respect for creation / give us humility, channel your grace; 
all earth’s resources are precious, yet finite / help us to value all life in this place. 
© Andrew Pratt  © 2021 Stainer & Bell Ltd   CCL no. 5365402 
 

Offer to God your offertory for the week, and say the Lord’s Prayer… 
 

Hymn  StF 545 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart / be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 
be thou my best thought in the day and the night / both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word / be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord; 
be thou my great Father, thy child let me be / be thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
 

Riches I heed not, nor earth’s empty praise / be thou mine inheritance now and always; 
be thou and thou only the first in my heart / O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun / O grant me its joys after victory is won; 
Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall / still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
Irish 8th century translated by Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880 – 1931) and versified by Eleanor Henrietta Hull (1860 – 1935)  
 

May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love, this day and always, Amen. 
 

Circuit Preparation for COP 26 international Climate Change Conference 
This week’s theme is ‘The Age of Humans’. 
 

Quote from ‘Caring for Creation’:  
 

“We have to use our God-like powers to care for our planet before it is too late. Technological 
solutions, including nuclear power and genetically modified crops, may be essential to prevent 
catastrophic environmental change and famine. As human beings we now have the know-how and 
the means to save our planet. We face ecological disaster and time is not on our side. We have to 
change our way of life, and show by our example a better way of living in harmony with God’s 
creation. We need to join forces with all those who care about God’s creation – believers and non-
believers – to respond to the present crisis, and act before it is too late.” 
 

Information to make us think: It is estimated that a UK citizen generates enough carbon dioxide 
annually to equal 212 people in Burundi. However, Burundi is in the front lane of climate change, 
experiencing higher temperatures, less reliable rainfall, and damage to essential crops. 
 

Lifestyle Challenge of the Week: Work out your carbon footprint. There are several websites 
where you can do this including: 

• www.footprint.wwf.org.uk 

• www.carbonfootprint.com  
•  

Once you have worked out your footprint, work out how you can reduce it!  If you are not on the 
internet, find someone who is, and ask them to help you through the process. 

http://www.footprint.wwf.org.uk/
http://www.carbonfootprint.com/

