
Sunday October 31st 2021: CIRCUIT BIG SUNDAY! 
 

Churches throughout the Central Norfolk Methodist Circuit, and the morning online service 
via the Zoom platform, are using this material today. The YouTube recording of the worship  
sheet is also available (on the Watton Methodist website from 29th) for use by individuals and churches. 
The zoom service is at 10.30 am on the usual Circuit Worship link (text 07912379101) for details of link.  
 

Hymn  StF 136  H&P 635 
 

If you have the words of Morning has broken, then use this for the first hymn as this is being used 
for the zoom and the youtube recording. 
However, the lyrics are not covered by our CCLI Licence and so an alternative is given here. 
 

Hymn  StF 76  H&P 492 
 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising / give me joy in my heart, I pray; 
give me joy in my heart, keep me praising / keep me praising till the break of day: 
Sing hosanna!  Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to the King of kings!  
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to the King! 
 

Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving… / Give me love in my heart, keep me serving… 
 

Extra verse: 
Give me life in my life, keep me shining… 
Anonymous adapted by A Servison and others   CCL nos. 5365402 
 

Prayer  
 

Dear Loving God, 
We come to you today, across our circuit, to worship you and to give you praise and thanks.  
We marvel at your amazing light that shines around us, above us, and in us.  
May that light make us ever more aware of your presence and love.  
We are sorry that our own shadows hide that light either from ourselves or from people that we know. 
Help us to cast the shadows aside and show your light and love to all those we meet. 
And so, be with us now in our worship and lead us ever closer to you. Amen. 
Deacon Jen Woodfin 
 

LIGHT AT HALLOWEEN 
 

Reading: Isaiah 9 v 1 – 7  
 

Talk   
    
 

• When the nights lengthen, many believed that the dead would come back and walk the streets. The 
first Christians adopted this annual festival but changed the emphasis from darkness and fear to 
light and saints!  

 

• Today the western world celebrates October 31st as Halloween (short for All Hallows Eve). What 
should our view be as Christians? Ignore it? Focus on All Saints/All Hallows (Nov1) and All Souls 
(Nov2)? Embrace it and use it? 

 

• Many people fear troublesome teenagers knocking on their doors uninvited. If this is you or 
someone you know, ask a friend over, or call someone, sing a few of your favourite hymns, even 
light a candle and watch the flame burn – whatever helps to turn your focus from dark to light.  

 

• What about the Halloween carved pumpkin? Originating from the Irish tradition of carving turnips, 
the light inside shining through a grotesque face was supposed to scare away the dead and all that 
threatened. Through the Irish migrations to the USA, this tradition evolved into pumpkins and trick 
and treating. It’s become about children and sweets and an opportunity for the shops to make 
some money! 

 



• The original image, however, is an important Christian symbol - light shining into and through the 
darkness. We all walk through the valley of shadow of death sometime, we all experience 
challenges, fears, life changing events.  Remember that the Shepherd of Psalm 23 is also the Light 
of the world of John 9.  Halloween reminds us that in that darkness, in the worry and the fear, light 
shines in the midst. Even Job recognised that (see Job 17:11-12). 

 

• So let us remember God’s light in the midst of darkness, and pray for those on the streets and at 
their parties, that they too will understand the light of God among them, inviting them, standing at 
the door, knocking. May they and all those for whom you pray, open the door, and let the light in.  
Rev Anne Richardson 

 

Hymn  StF 636   H&P 685 
 

O love that wilt not let me go / I rest my weary soul in thee: 
I give thee back the life I owe / that in thine ocean depths its flow / may richer, fuller be. 
 

O light that followest all my way / I yield my flickering torch to thee: 
My heart restores its borrowed ray / that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day / may brighter, fairer be. 
 

O joy that seekest me through pain / I cannot close my heart to thee: 
I trace the rainbow through the rain / and feel the promise is not vain / that morn shall tearless be. 
 

O cross that liftest up my head / I dare not ask to fly from thee: 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead / and from the ground there blossoms red / life that shall endless be. 
George Matheson (1842 – 1906)  
 

LIGHT AND THE CLIMATE CRISIS 
 

Reading: Ephesians 5 v 8 – 10 and 13 – 14   
 

Talk 
 

It is ironic, in a way, that the light we depend upon from the sun in order to see, to receive warmth and, 
indeed, to experience life itself, is what is going to destroy the planet (and humankind with it) if we don’t 
do anything about it. Of course, it is not the sun’s fault, it is ours. God’s creation of the world was, and is, 
perfect with everything being held together in perfect balance – until the last 200 or so years. According to 
the ‘Caring for Creation’ booklet (York courses) that some of us have been following, the earth sits at a 
temperature between that of space (-270°C) and that of the Sun (6,000°C). The average temperatures on 
most areas of Earth are between 5°C and 35°C which gives the perfect conditions for life forms to be able 
to not only survive but thrive. 
However! The temperature control is very dependent on the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.  
Up until the industrial revolution the concentration of CO2 was 0.03% and it had been like that for 800,000 
years.  Not too little and not too much, it was just right, just like Goldilocks’ porridge!  However, around 
1800 AD was when humans started burning fossil fuels and, of course, this has only increased.  Combined 
with the loss of forests and other factors that have increased the overall quantity of CO2 the concentration 
is now 0.041% which is an increase of more than 40%.  The balance just isn’t there any more and light from 
the sun which gets through air and clouds to the earth’s surface and is then radiated back in the form of 
infrared heat is held in by the atmosphere in what is known as the Greenhouse effect. 
The Bible, of course, knows nothing of climate change. We have to work out the general principles given 
consistently in the Bible and then apply them to the complex issues of today. On the specific issue of 
Climate Change, we might take these principles from the Bible: 
- God created the world and saw that it was good 
- God created humankind and gave human beings responsibility for looking after the world 
- As people have put other things in place of God in their lives so many things have got spoilt – including 
the original perfect creation 
- We can put things right in our lives, in the world, in creation, as we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit and 
commit ourselves to God’s ways rather than our own 



- Following God’s ways is not easy. We can only do it as we wake up to how unsatisfactory life is without 
God, commit to being in relationship with God in Jesus, and depend utterly on the power of the Holy Spirit.  
The best Bible passage I can find on all of this is the one we have just heard from Ephesians 5.  As I repeat 
part of it, think of the Climate Crisis: 
 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.  
Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.  
 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord…. 
…Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, awake!     Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ 
Rev Jacqui Horton 
 

A Prayer for God’s World written for the East Anglia District  
 

God of grace and love, embodied in time and space,  
we glimpse your glory in the living word of Christ  
and the dancing fire of your Spirit.  
In the light of your presence you call us to open our eyes  
to the gift of your good creation and to take delight in all that you have made;  
may we be truly thankful, and truly responsible as we step lightly upon the hallowed earth.  
In the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Rev Julian Pursehouse 
 

Hymn  StF 706   
 

If you have the words of ‘Christ, be our light’, then use this for the first hymn as this is being used 
for the zoom and the youtube recording. 
However, the lyrics are not covered by our CCLI Licence and so an alternative is given here. 
 

Hymn  StF 168   
 

Come, Lord Jesus, come / come, Lord Jesus, come / come, Lord Jesus, come 
to this world of ours. 
 

Lord, we need you now / Lord, we need you now / Lord, we need you now 
in this world of ours. 
 

May we see your light / may we see your light / may we see your light 
in this world of ours. 
Francesca Leftley (b 1955)  CCL no. 5365402 
 

LIGHT AND OUR JOURNEY OF FAITH 
 

Reading: John 8 v 12 – 14  
 

Talk 
 

The light is knowledge, the light is holiness, and the light is joy. 
Jesus, the light of the world, brings us all these things. Knowledge, holiness, and joy. William Hendriksen 
explains “To the ignorant he proclaims wisdom; to the impure, holiness, to those in sadness, gladness. To 
those who are drawn to the light he not only proclaims but actually imparts these blessings.” 
Jesus invited all to come to him saying “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.” But, not all will 
follow. Many are called, but few are chosen. To those who are chosen of God, the light illuminates the 
mind, sanctifies the unholy soul, and brightens the melancholy countenance. 
We are greatly blessed when we bask in the light of the Messiah. 
And Jesus is a light that never goes out. In all of your times of trouble, seek the Lord. Look to the promises 
of the Gospel. Shun the darkness. Seek Jesus, the light of the world, for it is he who truthfully said “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
Rev Cliff Shanganya 
 

Powerpoint slides for Reflection: Bible verses about Light  



Prayers  
 

For those for whom this time of year is scary and worrying / and for those who will be marking 
Hallow’een out and about: 
God of light, shine brightly 
 

Where the earth is endangered, spoiled and broken / by the actions and omissions of humankind: 
God of light, shine brightly 
 

In places of darkness / where fear reigns and love is almost forgotten: 
God of light, shine brightly 
 

In the midst of the lives of people we know / filled with busy-ness, struggle or worry for the future: 
God of light, shine brightly 
 

In our hearts and minds/ as we try to follow where Jesus leads: 
God of light, shine brightly 
 

We stand in faith, trusting that the light will shine brightly for all to see and follow,  
bringing everyone safely home.  
May the love of God, the Grace of Jesus and the Companionship of the Holy Spirit help us navigate 
through dark times and places, feeling the warmth of God's light shining on us always.  Amen 
Pioneer Samantha Parfitt 
 

Lord’s Prayer and Dedication of Offertory 
 

Hymn  StF 134   H&P 457 
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies / Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise / triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Day-spring from on high, be near / Day-star, in my heart appear. 
 

Dark and cheerless Is the morn / unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day’s return / till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
till they inward light impart / glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 

Visit then this soul of mine / pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, radiancy divine / scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display / shining to the perfect day. 
Charles Wesley (1707 - 1788)  
 

May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love, this day and always, Amen. 
 

To go out:  
 

Hymn  StF 483  MP 954 
 

We are marching in the light of God / we are marching in the light of God x 2 
We are marching, oh, we are marching in the light of God x 2 
 

Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’ / siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’ x 2 
Siya’ hamba hamba siyahamba / hamba siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’ x 2 
 

We are living in the love of God / we are living in the love of God x 2 
We are living, oh, we are living in the power of God x 2  
 

We are moving in the power of God / we are moving in the power of God x 2 
We are moving, oh, we are moving in the power of God x 2  
South African traditional 
V1 Anders Nyberg (b 1955 (original Xhosa) 
V 2, 3 Andrew Maries (b 1949)  
 


