
Sunday November 7th 2021: Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For use by the Central Norfolk Circuit at 10.30 am or other suitable time.   
 

Prayer   
 

God of glory, present in all places and filling all things, treasury of blessings and source of 
life: come and dwell with us, cleanse us from all sin and grant us your salvation. Amen. 
Liturgy of St John Chrysostom (5th century) used in the Methodist Church Prayer Handbook 2021/22 
 

Hymn  StF 455  H&P 63     
 

All my hope on God is founded / he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth / only good and only true.  
God unknown / he alone / calls my heart to be his own. 
 

Daily doth the almighty giver / bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth / pleasure leads us where we go. 
Love doth stand / at his hand / joy doth wait on his command. 
 

Still from earth to God eternal / sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising / for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call / one and all / ye who follow shall not fall. 
Robert Bridges (1844 – 1930) based on Joachim Neander (1650 – 1680)    CCL nos. 5365402 
 

Old Testament Reading set for today: Ruth 3 v 1 – 5, 4 v 13 – 17  
 

Message from a Circuit friend  
 

Have you watched TV programs recently where you know two people are meant for each other 
but either one or both of them are too shy to do anything about it or just don’t realise the other 
feels the same way.  ‘All Creatures Great and Small’ and ‘Silent Witness’ spring to my mind. Its 
great when the penny drops … I love a happy ending.  The book of Ruth is a bit like that to me. 
Ruth had spent the harvest gleaning in the fields of Boaz and it was perhaps obvious to her mother 
in law Naomi that they got on well together. In that culture however opportunities to talk alone 
were limited…. dates were discouraged!!  Naomi knew that security for Ruth depended on her 
being part of a family and also knew that in Hebrew Law a relative, a kinsman redeemer, was 
encouraged to pay off debts, buy back family land and marry a widow to keep her and her 
possessions within the family.  Ruth went outside her comfort zone and their secret meeting at 
night was the opportunity to talk and to ask in humility for Boaz to marry her; to be her redeemer 
and make her part of his family even though she was a foreigner from Moab. The Hebrew word 
Kanaph can mean cloak or garment but can also mean wing and has both meanings here. By lying 
at his feet under his cloak Ruth was asking for his protection….for him to take her under his wing. 
Psalm 17 and 91 both talk about being under the protection of God’s wing, being part of his family, 
and that thought is carried through to the New Testament. Ruth and Boaz are mentioned in 
Matthew 1 as being ancestors of Jesus and in a very real way Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer.  Like 
Ruth when Boaz became her redeemer and husband we have security and hope in uncertain 
times. When we come to him we are asking to be part of God’s family, to be under His wing, and 
we know we will not be turned away.   
Glyn Constantine (Local Preacher and member of the Pilgrim Methodist Church) 
 

Gospel reading set for today: Mark 12 v 38 – 44    
 

To think about 
 

Look again at what the gospel reading says about a. the teachers of the law b. rich people  
c. widows. Do you identify with any of these or would you be a fourth category…? 
 



Hymn  StF 243  (sing to the tune of ‘The Church’s one foundation’ OR ‘O Jesus I have promised’) 
 

A rich young man came seeking – God’s kingdom was his aim. 
The law had been his guidebook. His life was free from blame. 
But Jesus asked the courage / to give his wealth away. 
The young man turned in sorrow / that price he would not pay. 
 

The rich men’s gifts were lavish / and made for public show. 
The widow’s gift was humble / and only God would know, 
in giving to the Temple / although her coins were small, 
her gift had so much meaning / because she gave her all. 
 

Lord, keep our care for money / from turning into greed. 
Help us to use it wisely / to meet each other’s need. 
For whether poor or wealthy / we have so much to share 
and open-hearted giving / will show your loving care.  
Marjorie Dobson (b 1940)  CCL no. 5365402 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 
 

We pray for all in need of protection today.   
 

We continue to pray for the COP26 Climate Change Conference, for Boris Johnson as he seeks to 
offer global leadership; for organisers, delegates & activists; and for all those suffering as a result 
of climate change (already happening) all over the world. 
 
 

Offer to God your offertory for the week, and say the Lord’s Prayer… 
 

Hymn  StF 566  H&P 705 
 

Take my life, and let it be / consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days / let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my silver and my gold / not a mite would I withhold; 
take my intellect, and use / every power as thou shalt choose. 
 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour / at thy feet its treasure-store; 
take myself, and I will be / ever, only, all for thee. 
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836 – 1879)  
 

May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love, this day and always, Amen. 
 

Circuit News 
 

We have a 10 minute prayer time on zoom every day this week as COP26 proceeds through its second 
week, and as decisions and commitments are made. Anyone is welcome to join in at 8.45 am – ask for the 
link from any member of staff or our circuit administrator, Mandy, on centralnorfolk@outlook.com.  
 

From the Connexion 
 

This is a Methodist Church prayer written for COP26 by Rev Mark Slaney Chair of the Scotland District: 
 

Creator God, who calls us to live justly, and be good stewards of the earth: 
we hold in our prayer with you COP26 and all those gathering in Glasgow. 
We pray for honesty and clarity, wisdom and actions more than words 
which respond urgently to the needs of the poor and displaced, 
to the state of earth, water and air. 
Call us, help us, and be our judge: 
that whether political, industrial, scientific, or protest leader, whether activist or apathetic, 
we might accept the cost and find the commitment and energy 
to change our ways for the sake of the planet that gives us life, Amen. 
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