
Sunday November 14th 2021   
For use by the Central Norfolk Circuit at 10.30 am or at another time.   
Today is Remembrance Sunday. You may want to time the 2 minute silence for 11 o’clock.  
 

Hymn  StF 132  H&P 358 
 

O God, our help in ages past / our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast / and our eternal home. 
 

Under the shadow of thy throne / thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone / and our defence is sure. 
 

Before the hills in order stood / or earth received her frame, 
from everlasting thou art God / to endless years the same. 
 

O God, our help in ages past / our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while life shall last / and our eternal home. 
Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)  
 

Collect for Remembrance Sunday 
 

Eternal God, in whose perfect realm 
no sword is drawn but the sword of justice, 
and no strength known but the strength of love: 
Guide and inspire all who seek your kingdom, 
that peoples and nations may find their security 
in the love which casts out fear; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
Methodist Worship Book © 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 
 

Gospel Reading set for today: Mark 13 v 1 – 8   
 

Message from a Circuit friend  
 

Have you ever stood in awe of a magnificent building? Just before the pandemic struck we were 
able to go to Iceland and visit the Hallgrimskirkja, Reykjavik, an amazing building in quite a simple 
way both inside and out. How would we feel, and how many questions would we want to ask if we 
were told that such a building would be destroyed and nothing would be left? 
Since this story of Jesus and His disciples was first told, people have looked for the signs that will 
point to eventual destruction. We have been overwhelmed by more than a year and a half of news 
of the Covid pandemic, and of the dangers of global warming. We are warned that, if we, as a 
human race, do nothing, we are in danger of extinction. It is easy to think that this is 
scaremongering and actually won’t affect us, but it seems we might be wrong to think like that. 
On this Remembrance Sunday we remember those who lost their lives, suffered or were 
traumatised during two world wars. Resolutions were made that nations would learn from the 
futility of war and peace would reign, but we still remember those who were lost, suffered or were 
traumatised in conflicts in The Falklands, Iraq, Bosnia and Afghanistan. Through the past hundred 
years, within our lifetimes, magnificent buildings, simple homes, vast factories and one-man 
businesses have been destroyed by those who seek to impose their will on others. And we should 
not forget the destruction caused by earthquakes and famines which Jesus said are like the first 
pains of childbirth. How many of these ‘natural’ disasters are caused by our selfishness, however 
unconscious that may be? Throughout the years Christians have believed that the end will be 
wonderful, but that it will be in God’s good time, not the result of self-destruction. Pray that we 
may take our responsibility seriously.    
Pippa Cook (Local Preacher and member of Stibbard Methodist Church) 



Hymn  StF 707  H&P 776 
 

Make me a channel of your peace / Where there is hatred, let me bring your love; 
where there is injury, your pardon, Lord / and where there’s doubt, true faith in you: 
O Master, grant that I may never seek / so much to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand / to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace / Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope; 
where there is darkness, only light / and where there’s sadness ever joy: 
 

Make me a channel of your peace / It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
in giving unto all that we receive / and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
Sebastion Temple (1928 – 1997) from the Prayer of St Francis 
 

Act of Remembrance  (For just before 11 o’clock) 
 

Let us remember before God, and commend to his keeping: 
those who have died for their country in war: 
Those who served in many ways and whose memory we treasure; 
all who have lived and died in the service of humankind.    
 

They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old; 
age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them. 
 

We will remember them. 
 

Two minutes silence 
 

Loving God, we remember in your presence all those who have died in war  
and those who still live with the pain of losing someone they love.  
We remember people who, today, live in fear of their lives  
and those who fear the knock on the door or the telephone call that heralds bad news.  
We remember politicians and others who hold positions of power and influence  
and whose decisions can lead to other people's life or death.  
We commit ourselves not only to pray, but to seek and make peace  
in our relationships, in our communities, and in our world.  
Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us.  Amen. 
Revd David Gamble, President of the Methodist Conference 2009-2010  
 

Offer to God your offertory for the week, and say the Lord’s Prayer… 
 

Hymn  StF 455  H&P 63 
 

All my hope on God is founded / he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth / only good and only true. 
God unknown / he alone / calls my heart to be his own. 
 

Human pride and earthly glory / sword and crown betray our trust; 
what with care and toil we fashion / tower and temple, fall to dust. 
But, God’s power / hour by hour / is my temple and my tower. 
 

Still from earth to God eternal / sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising / for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call / one and all / ye who follow shall not fall. 
Robert Bridges (1844 – 1930) based on Joachim Neander (1650 – 1680)  
 

May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love, this day and always, Amen. 


