
Sunday November 21st 2021: Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For use by the Central Norfolk Circuit at 10.30 am or other suitable time. 
The Sunday before Advent has, in recent decades, always been known as ‘Christ the King’.   
 

Hymn  StF 319   
 

Christ triumphant, ever reigning / Saviour, Master, King! 
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining / hear us as we sing: 
Yours the glory and the crown / the high renown, the eternal name! 
 

Word incarnate, truth revealing / Son of Man on earth!  
Power and majesty concealing / by your humble birth: 
 

Priestly king, enthroned for ever / high in heaven above! 
Sin and death and hell shall never / stifle hymns of love: 
 

So, our hearts and voices raising / through the ages long, 
ceaselessly upon you gazing / this shall be our song: 
Michael Saward (1932 – 2015)    CCL nos. 5365402 
 

Prayer 
Eternal God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: 
kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, 
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom  
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; 
that in justice and peace your kingdom may go forward,  
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
Methodist Worship Book © 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 
 

Old Testament Reading set for today: 2 Samuel 23 v 1 – 7  
 

Epistle Reading set for today: Revelation 1 v 4b – 8  
 

To think about 
 

Take a little while to reflect on verse 5: ‘Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth’. What difference would it 
make to our world today if ‘kings of the earth’ accepted Jesus as King of Kings? 
 

Hymn  StF 333  MP 454   
 

Majesty, worship his majesty / unto Jesus be glory, honour and praise. 
Majesty, kingdom authority / flows from his throne unto his own / his anthem raise. 
 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus / magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 
Majesty, worship his majesty / Jesus, who died, now glorified / King of all kings. 
Jack Hayford © 1981 Rocksmith Music  CCL no. as above 
 

Gospel Reading set for today: John 18 v 33 – 37  
 

Message from a Circuit friend  
 

We are living in strange and challenging days.  Apart from the ongoing struggles with Covid, Brexit 
and Climate Change, we look desperately for social and political stability and they are not there! 
Sadly, even our great institution of Parliament is tearing itself apart as the rules change daily.  Is 
there anywhere that we can look to find stability?  Thankfully, there is one place – Buckingham 
Palace – home of our beloved elderly Queen Elizabeth who remains steadfast, like an immoveable 
rock in a desert of shifting sand.  Consistently she acknowledges her royal status as a calling from 



God and freely acknowledges Jesus as the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is this eternal Kingdom 
of Jesus that challenges the world with its changing values. 
King David of Judah and Israel started it all; though his behaviour was far from perfect, he came to 
acknowledge the role of kingship as God’s holy gift. (2 Sam. 23)  This set the pattern for his 
successors and for the longed-for Messiah.  It was that same divine kingship that Jesus 
acknowledged in His trial before Pilate. (Jn. 18) Later, the writer of Revelation saw the crowning of 
Jesus as King of kings. (Rev. 1). As we look forward to the season of Advent, in the midst of so much 
confusion and despair over the world situation, let us regain the confidence of our Christian 
forebears and renew our belief in the final victory of our King Jesus!  It was that great preacher and 
parliamentarian, Charles Sylvester Horne (father of Kenneth Horne) who wrote: “Sing we the King 
who is coming to reign!”  Let us in our generation proclaim: “Jesus our King!  Jesus our King!” 
Colin Garwood (Retired URC Minister at Wells Methodist Church) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 
 

We pray for all rulers, governments, and authorities that they may feel compassionately, think 
wisely, and act in accordance with God’s kingdom and purposes. We pray for our own Queen – for 
her health and well-being – and for the royal family. 
 

We pray for the follow-up to the COP26 Climate Change Conference and for the implementation of 
commitments and promises made. We pray for individuals, groups, organisations, industries, and 
the government of our own country as we all try to adapt and change our lifestyles. 
 

We pray for the Church, for our local community, for our families and friends, for ourselves… 
 
 

Offer to God your offertory for the week, and say the Lord’s Prayer… 
 

Hymn  StF 185  H&P 244 
 

Sing we the King who is coming to reign / glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain! 
Life and salvation his empire shall bring / joy to the nations when Jesus is King: 
Come let us sing: praise to our King / Jesus our King, Jesus our King: 
this is our song, who to Jesus belong: glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King. 
 

All shall be well in his kingdom of peace / freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase; 
justice and truth from his sceptre shall spring / wrong shall be ended when Jesus is King: 
 

Kingdom of Christ, for your coming we pray / hasten, O Father, the dawn of the day 
when this new song your creation shall sing / Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King: 
Charles Silvester Horne (1865 – 1914)  
 

May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love, this day and always, Amen. 
 

Circuit News 
 

Well done to Wendy Parfitt who has had a poem chosen for a collection of school poetry. The poem is 
about Climate Change and, following COP26, we are pleased to reproduce it here: 
The earth is our home 
The earth is our home and we are destroying it,  
cutting down forest and trees,  
taking animals homes and lives, 
We are poisoning the water with plastic and oils, 
the air is getting hotter, causing raging fires. 
But not all hope is lost: 
We are regrowing trees, 
trying to clean our oceans, 
and trying to save the Earth. 


