
Sunday November 28th 2021: Advent Sunday  
For use by the Central Norfolk Circuit at 10.30 am or other suitable time. 
The material for this Sunday has largely been put together by Anna Hall.   
 

Prayer 
 

We come today to worship, think and reflect as your season comes, Lord.  
Come once again, and feed your flock like a shepherd.  
Come once again, and gather up the children, the oppressed, the sick, the lonely, the 
humble, and the rejected of the earth. Turn our hearts to the least of your children.  
For if we lose them, we become lost. Reconcile us to you and to those we have hurt.  
At this Advent, join us together with neighbours, with strangers,  
and especially with our own household.  
Bring us to your light in our time of darkness, through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

As we sing (or say) this next song, we light the first of the Advent candles:  
 

Hymn  StF 166   
 

‘Christmas is coming!’ / The Church is glad to sing, 
And let the advent candles / brightly burn in a ring. 
 

The first is for God’s promise / to put the wrong things right, 
And bring to earth’s darkness / the hope of love and light. 
John L Bell (b 1949)    CCL no. 5365402 
 

We start to count down to the birth of our Saviour,  
as reflected in our two readings of both the Old and New Testaments. 
 

Old Testament Reading set for today: Jeremiah 33 v 14 – 16   
 

Gospel Reading set for today: Luke 21 v 25 – 36  
 

StF 169  H&P 81 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus / born to set thy people free, 
from our fears and sins release us / let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation / hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of every nation / joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born they people to deliver / born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us for ever / now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By thine own eternal Spirit / rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit / raised us to thy glorious throne. 
Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788) 
 

Message from a Circuit friend  
 

The coming of Jesus, an event that was hoped for, for thousands of years by the Jews however 
they failed to recognise the significance of his birth.  Why? We may never know, perhaps it was to 
fulfil other prophecies for his death and ultimate resurrection.  
We now live in an era of isolation and frightening statistics with Covid.  We all just want to go back 
to normal, but what is normal? Our traditional view of freedom may be gone forever, are we now 
a slave to masks, vaccinations and social isolation?  As Europe fights for freedom from Covid 
restrictions, what has Jesus taught us?  To never give up even when we think it is hopeless, to pray 



at every opportunity and be charitable for others.  These are life lessons which will hold us in good 
stead for the future. 
Jesus came from very humble beginnings but rose to be the King of the World, he did not forget 
the ‘little’ people in his ministry but celebrated them through his healings, parables and sermons.  
As we look forward to another Christmas we must remember those less fortunate than us, it is a 
time for charity, love and peace.  
Anna Hall (Local Preacher on Trial and member of Gressenhall Methodist Church) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Come to your church as Lord and Judge.  We pray for guidance and spiritual strength.   
Help us to live in the light of your coming and give us a longing for your kingdom. 
Come Lord Jesus, come 
Come to your world as King to the nations, we pray for our country as we face our biggest 
battles as the world we pray for leadership and a fair share of resources. 
Come Lord Jesus, come 
Come to the suffering as saviour and comforter.  We pray for ….  
Where we struggle with sickness and distress and set us free to serve you for ever. 
Come Lord Jesus, come 
Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory, lift us up to meet you, that with 
all your saints and angels we may live and reign with you in all creation, 
Come Lord Jesus, come.  In your name, we say Amen. 
Methodist Worship Book © 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 
 
 

Offer to God your offertory for the week, and say the Lord’s Prayer… 
 

Hymn  StF 177  H&P 241 
 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending / once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending / swell the triumph of his train:  
Alleluia! x 3 God appears on earth to reign. 
 

Every eye shall now behold him / robed in glorious majesty; 
we who set at nought and sold him / pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing x 3 / shall the true Messiah see. 
 

Sing, amen, let all adore thee / high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory / claim the kingdom for thine own: 
come, Lord Jesus! x 3 / Everlasting God, come down! 
Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788) 
 

In our watching and waiting: Come Lord Jesus  
In our hopes and in our fears: Come Lord Jesus  
In our homes and in our world: Come Lord Jesus  
Come, Lord Jesus, bless us and surprise us.  AMEN 
God bless and may he keep us safe, warm and fed as we look forward to the arrival of the 
greatest child who ever came! Our Lord, Jesus. Amen. 
 

Extra Handout 
 

With Advent Sunday, we begin a new Lectionary year in which the gospel readings come from St Luke. If, in 
Advent, you would like a reading scheme to follow what happens in Luke chapters 1 & 2, then the first 
week is on a separate handout that will (hopefully) accompany this sheet. There is a short reading for each 
day (with one character or group highlighted) with something to think about and chew over. 


