
Sunday December 5th 2021: The second Sunday in Advent  
For use by the Central Norfolk Circuit at 10.30 am or other suitable time. 
 

As we sing (or say) this first song, we light the second of our Advent candles:  
 

Hymn  StF 166   
 

‘Christmas is coming!’ / The Church is glad to sing, 
and let the advent candles / brightly burn in a ring.  
 

The second for the prophets / who said that Christ would come 
with good news for many / and angry words for some. 
John L Bell (b 1949)    CCL no. 5365402 
 

The focus of the second week of Advent is on the Old Testament prophets hence the first 
reading being from the prophet Isaiah; and the second reading – whilst about the arrival on 
the scene of John the Baptist – explains that unfolding events fulfil an OT prophecy. 
 

Old Testament Reading set for today: Isaiah 40 v 1 – 11    
 

To think about 
 
 

Isaiah’s prophecies are generally thought to have been written 600 or 700 years before the 
arrival of Jesus. What comfort were those verses to people who would not see them fulfilled in 
their lifetime, do you think?  How do we prepare for Jesus coming again when it could be 
tomorrow or it could be in hundreds of years time? 
 

Hymn  MP 249  SOF 192 
How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, good news, 
proclaiming peace, announcing news of happiness, our God reigns, our God reigns! 
Our God reigns, our God reigns, our God reigns, our God reigns! 
 

Waste places of Jerusalem break forth with joy, we are redeemed, redeemed. 
The Lord has saved and comforted his people: your God reigns, your God reigns! 
Your God reigns, your God reigns, your God reigns, your God reigns! 
 

Ends of the earth, see the salvation of your God, Jesus is Lord, is Lord. 
Before the nations he has bared his holy arm: your God reigns, your God reigns! 
Your God reigns, your God reigns, your God reigns, your God reigns! 
Leonard E Smith Jr © 1974 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music  Copyright Licence no. as above 
 

Gospel Reading set for today: Luke 3 v 1 – 6   
 

Message from a Circuit friend  
 

Looking at both these readings always reminds me of Handel’s Messiah. It brings back many 
memories of singing it in choirs and listening to it being performed by others. Its striking powerful 
message resounds through the air, and tells the story so well, taking us on a journey.  Isaiah’s vision 
leads us across the wilderness down into the valleys making way for things to come. Equally 
Malachi’s description of a refiner’s fire purifying, cleansing, and restoring, leaves us under no 
illusions that something momentous is about to happen that will change the world for ever. 
Advent is a time of preparation, anticipation, and hopefulness. As we look at the scripture 
readings, we can see the pattern and prophecy coming to fruition from Isaiah, to Luke’s recording 
of the birth of John, who was to become to be known as ‘John the Baptist,’ proclaiming the coming 
of the Messiah, preparing the way, as predicted. John’s birth at the time was unexpected, but 
clearly God’s plan.  Continuing our journey through these Advent readings challenges us to look 



seriously at ourselves as God sees us, how we live, and what are our priorities.  Jesus came to turn 
the world upside down. Advent is a call to respond - to clear our paths – to restore what has been 
lost – to ponder the twists and turns of our journey - hills still to be climbed – valleys that lay ahead 
- to realise the power of God, his amazing grace and forgiveness, for all who are ready to receive.  
Dee Moden (Local Preacher and member of Holt Methodist Church, now also LPWL Secretary) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

In joyful expectation of his coming to reign, we pray to our Lord, saying: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to your world as King to the nations. Before you rulers will stand in silence. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to your church as Lord and Judge.   
Help us to live in the light of your coming and give us a longing to do your will. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to your people as Saviour and bearer of pain. Enfold us all in your love and mercy, 
wipe away the tears of failure, fear and distress, and set free to serve you for ever. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to us from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory, and lift us up to meet you, 
where with all your saints and angels, we will live with you for ever. 
Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen.     Methodist Worship Book © 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 
 
 

Offer to God your offertory for the week, and say the Lord’s Prayer… 
 

Hymn  StF 178   H&P 83  
Long ago, prophets knew / Christ would come, born a Jew / come to make all things new; 
bear his people’s burden / freely love and pardon: 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, when he comes, who will make him welcome? 
 

God in time, God in man / this is God’s timeless plan: / he will come, as a man, 
born himself of woman / God divinely human: 
 

Journey ends! Where afar / Bethlem shines, like a star / stable door stands ajar. 
Unborn Son of Mary / Saviour, do not tarry! 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
Jesus comes! Jesus comes! We will make him welcome! 
Fred Pratt Green (1903 - 2000)  Copyright Licence no. as overleaf. 

 

May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love, this day and always, Amen. 
 

Extra Handout 
 

The extra handout with short readings from Luke 1 and 2, and something to think about each day, is 
available for this coming week.  There are six readings for each week – one for each day except Sunday. 
 

For those with access to social media, Sam & Jacqui have again produced a daily Calendar of suggestions. 
Last year they did a ‘Pre-Advent Advent Calendar’, this year it really is for Advent! 
 

Circuit News 
 

We are very pleased for Rev Cliff that he has been successfully stationed in the Thames Valley Circuit with a 
base in Slough. Cliff and Christine will be moving next Summer, their last Sunday with us will be July 31st 
and we will have a Circuit Farewell Service on the afternoon of that day. The Circuit has applied for a 
Probationer Minister to look after the Holt section from September 2022 and we will find out if we have 
been successfully matched with somebody in early January. 


