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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Hi everyone! 
 

It’s been a strange old time, hasn’t it? By the time you read this, 
life may have returned to something more recognisable, though I 
expect we will be advised to continue to follow the Face-Space-
Hands guidance for some time.  Just to be able to sing together 
again will be wonderful – and I hope we will be permitted to after 
June 21st! If not, perhaps we need to worship out of doors during 
nice weather, so we can sing!!  How we have missed that!!  
 

Despite all the restrictions however, we have continued to 
support one another in our churches, circuit and communities, 
preparing and delivering hundreds of weekly worship sheets, 
phoning, emailing and zooming every week. Many of us from 
different churches now know those who were once only familiar 

names in the directory, by seeing their faces regularly on zoom. Although it has been a 
difficult time with many challenges, we realise there have been positives too, ‘silver linings’ 
or however else you may choose to describe these unexpected blessings. Thank God for 
the His many blessings, including deliveries and the internet! 
 

Another thing that I think most people have appreciated even more is the outdoor areas 
and our gardens. Blessed to be in a beautiful part of the country with wide open spaces, we 
have all been able to see beauty from our windows, and many of us have been able to walk 
in local areas. We have had time to appreciate it too!  Thank God for all His creation, great 
and small! 
 

This year, I was involved in two Lent groups – an Ecumenical Group, based at Garvestone 
and also on zoom, and a separate Zoom-only group.  Both groups used the York Course 
material – ‘Caring for Creation’ – which proved to be very challenging. 
The booklet provided was packed full of information, quotes, references and links where 
you could find even more information. We considered questions about the environment, 
global warming and climate change, and how we, as a Church and as individuals, must 
come out of denial and face this crisis. Thank God for challenging our thinking and our 
living! 
 

To be honest, though, it was quite demoralising in many ways, as we realised how we, as a 
human race, have known about these issues and yet, failed to address them properly. Now 
millions of people have livelihoods and homes threatened through climate change. Glaciers 
have melted, sea levels have risen, plastic waste is everywhere and many bird and animal 
species have been threatened – some even becoming extinct. What is to be done? Every 
one of us is to blame as we have all been using plastic or relying on fossil fuels for our 
transport or heating, and in so many other ways damaging God’s creation. Thank God for 
bringing us to a point of confession and repentance! 
 

[Continued on page 4] 
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T H E   L I N K 

As we come to the end of a year like no 
other in any of our lifetimes things are 
definitely starting to stir (see Jacky Woor’s 
article on page 24).  We can begin to feel 
the excitement as we make new plans or 
rather, to be more precise, we listen to the 
plans God has for us. 
 

I have found putting this edition of The Link 
together has been very exciting, and, to be 
honest, I didn’t expect to.  I thought I would 
be reporting on churches unsure where, if 
anywhere, they were going and that some 
would be keeping their doors permanently 
locked.  I have been in contact with every 
church in the Circuit and found I was 
completely wrong!  Every church has either 
already (early May) started having services 
again or else is working on plans to do so 
which they are anxious to bring to fruition.  
Many are also planning to restart long-
established activities or else introduce new 
ones (or do old ones in new ways).  It may 
be a month or two yet before all our 
churches are fully open for worship again 
but it is certainly every church’s intention 
that they should be so.  Only Wighton has 
asked the Circuit Meeting for permission to 

cease worship but that is not pandemic 
driven. 
 

Of course for many of us this has also been 
a time of sadness and mourning for those 
we have lost whether through Covid or 
other reasons.  It is right that we grieve and 
mourn their loss but we can also rejoice 
that they are at peace with our Lord and 
free of all suffering. 
 

Similarly some of our activities may never 
restart but others will do so and new ones 
will come to take their place and flourish.  
‘There is a time for everything, and a season 
for every activity under heaven: a time to be 
born and a time to die, a time to plant and a 
time to uproot.’ (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2). 
 

As you read this edition do please use it as a 
source for prayer as we all move forward 
under God to wherever and whatever he 
wants us to be. ‘May...the Lord Jesus, that 
great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you 
with everything good for doing his 
will’( Hebrews 13:20-21). 
 

Tony Hey 
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[Continued from page 2] 
 
St. Paul, in Colossians 3:5, talks about the old way of life which has to change. Our faith in 
Jesus Christ should help us to overcome the basic selfishness that lies deep in all of us. The 
way of Jesus is unselfish, sacrificial love. Our planet will only be saved if we are all prepared 
to take up our cross, deny ourselves and think of others. Can we all look at our lifestyles 
and see where we may: 

Cut down on single-use plastic  
Increase recycling 
Reduce carbon emissions, using the car less, walking more, choosing green energy 
Cut down on eating meat? 

 Thank God for research and educators, showing us the way forward! 
 

In November, the 26th UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) is coming to Glasgow. It’s an 
opportunity for countries to strengthen their commitment to taking action to reduce 
climate change. The Joint Public Issues Team made up of the Methodist Church, along with 
the URC and Baptist Union, is calling all churches to have a Climate Sunday, to raise these 
issues and pray. Have a look at www.climatesunday.org and see what can be done in your 
church. Thank God for campaigners, leading us to take action! 
 

I close with a collect for the Earth, from “Praying for the Earth” by Rob Kelsey: 
“All creation worships you, O God, and we your people bless you for the beauty of the 
earth.  
We thank you for making a good 
world in the beginning, and for 
making it better by the Word made 
flesh, whose death and resurrection 
in the body reveal the promised re-
creation of the universe. May your 
kingdom come on earth as your will 
is done in heaven through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. AMEN” 
 

I pray that as we all do what we can, 
through our prayers and in our 
lifestyles, we will each know the 
transformative power of Christ at 
work in us.  
 

Thank God that as we work 
together, His kingdom will truly be 
among us! 

 

      Anne Richardson 

  

MINISTER’S LETTER 

Logo for climate Sunday 

http://www.climatesunday.org
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NEWS FROM NEW HOLKHAM 

Beryl Flood writes:  New Holkham 
chapel is found in Holkham Estate at 
the South end of the Park.  It is 
accessed through the South gates.  
Our chapel is rather unique as it was 
once a granary and is accessed by 
stone stairs.  We worship on the last 
Sunday of each month (with the 
exception of August which is normally 
the 3rd Sunday and December which 
varies) at 2.30.  However, since the 
pandemic we have not physically been 
able to meet due to the fact of the size of the building and the size of our congregation.  
We are now however meeting on Zoom on these Sundays still at 2.30 and you are all very 
welcome to join us.  
We are very lucky to have our young people in our congregation who are all there at most 
services.  The members of our church come from a wide area.  We are true Methodists in 
the fact that we love singing and our favourite hymn is Shine Jesus Shine.  We are lucky we 
have a very good organist in James and if he is not available, we have another one in 
Catherine. 
 

Rev Cliff Shangyana became our minister in September 2020 and though he has not been 
able to meet us in person he has been very caring and supportive to all of us.   
 

You have probably been aware of us on Zoom services and activities and it has been a joy 
to take part in them.  We started off by resurrecting a short drama which we had done 
before at Christmas on the Northern Section Zoom Carol Service.  Following on from this 
Cliff involved us with the addition of Wendy and Sam from Holt in making the Light of Hope 
song video for the District January Lights.  This was great fun and produced in a Sunday 
afternoon session.  Cliff then asked us if we would be willing to do a Good Friday Drama 
which we agreed to do and we thought it would be nice to ask Wendy and Sam to join us 
again which they were very willing to do.  Cliff gave us a template which I went away with 
and came up with the Drama which we performed.  The production of these dramas is 
made so much easier by the willingness of everybody to take part.  We had one practice on 
Zoom which we thank Cliff for, and we are so grateful to him and Christine for their 
enthusiastic support. 
 

As a church we were overjoyed when it was possible for Edward’s confirmation to take 
place during one of the Zoom Sunday morning services.  This was a long while coming for 
him because the pandemic had made it impossible the year before. 
 

[Edward’s confirmation on Zoom was subsequently featured in the Methodist Recorder as 
being a Connexional first!  Ed.] 
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        THANKYOU 
                       Stephen 

Part Two: The Messengers 
 

In the mid-sixties the musical era began which became known as the 'beat boom'. It was led by 
groups like the Beatles, the Rolling Stones and countless others. 
 

This was the first time that the younger generation really took their own style of music out of the 
mainstream. Rock and Roll in the fifties led the way, but this was a new and exciting phase of 
music which was made more accessible to young people through the advent of the Pirate Radio 
ships. Liverpool led the way in this revolution in popular music spearheaded by promoter and 
manager Brian Epstein and his stable of performers, who would go on to dominate the pop charts 
both here and overseas. 
 

Alongside this explosion of music emerged a Christian arm of the Liverpool scene. Encouraged by 
the Rev. Alan White, a whole new way of presenting the gospel through music began at the D-Dive 
coffee bar in Liverpool, which was actually the converted basement of Alan's rectory.  
 
Probably the best known of the groups from this time were the Crossbeats, the Heralds, and Peter 
Lewis and the Raiders. (The Raiders actually had close connections with our own church at Great 
Cressingham during this time.) Alongside the Salvation Army's 'Joy Strings' these groups helped to 
popularise the contemporary way of bringing church music to a younger generation, and the 
somewhat laborious title of 'Gospel Rhythm Group' emerged as groups sprang up all over the 
country.  
 

One such group were the Skirmishers, a group based in Terrington St. Clement, and that, following 
that rather convoluted introduction, is where the story really starts. On a rainy night in September 
1967, I set out on my trusty moped (FVF 87C. You always remember your first number plate!), for 
Rougham chapel to see this group who were coming to lead the Harvest Festival concert.  I 
remember that we waited for ages as they had great difficulty finding the chapel, but, Oh Boy, was 
the wait worth it. It was a tremendous evening, and over the next few days I began to get this 
feeling that we should be doing something in our Circuit, (we were still in the days of the old 
Swaffham Circuit).  
 

By now most of the 'old team' that I spoke of in the previous article had either gone off to jobs or 
college, but a few of us gathered at Weasenham to see if we could put together something for 
Christmas. The first thing we talked about was giving ourselves a name, and Sheila Bly (now Laws) 
came up with the idea of the Messengers, which we became from that day on. 
 

As most of us were too young to drive, it was obvious that we would need transporting around, 
and so it seemed like a good idea that those doing the transporting should join in as well and make 
it an all-age group. I think at that stage the youngest was 13 and the oldest in their early 70's. It 
continued in that way for the entire length of the group's life, and it was great to see everyone 
working together as equals in all the decision making. 
 

That first Christmas was very successful, and we visited most of the chapels in the Circuit during 
that December. I think that we actually did three chapels in one week, which was quite a load 
considering that we all had jobs or school to contend with as well.  
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FOR THE MUSIC 
 Lynn 

After that first Christmas a few decided not to carry on, but the majority decided to give it a try 
and see where it would lead. These people would become the nucleus of the group for the next 
four years, along with a few additions along the way. 
 

That line up was, Aubrey, Joyce, Janet and Victor Blower, Heather Asker, Sheila Turrell, Clarence 
Howlett and myself from Weasenham; Bob and Marion Hall from Rougham; Frank and Jenny 
Warboys, Shirley Hines and Sheila Wagg from Great Massingham. At that point we did not have an 
organist, but were joined by Jean Lambert and Fred Hewitt shortly afterwards. Where applicable I 
have used some of the ladies' maiden names as they were at the time. 
 

In the very early days we didn't have our own keyboard, and had to rely on whatever instrument 
was available to us in the chapel we were visiting. Some of these were quite 'interesting' (that's 
me being charitable!). 
 

By asking for a small donation from the places we visited we soon accumulated enough funds to 
purchase a portable electric organ which solved this problem. As well as the organ, within the 
group we had folk who could play a variety of instruments, including myself on guitar, harmonica 
and melodica (look it up on Google if you don't know what one is.). Joyce, Sheila and Janet also 
played melodicas with Joyce doubling up on harmonica. Frank and Clarence were also harmonica 
players, and Marion played the trumpet. The instrumental line-up was completed by Aubrey, who 
literally banged the drum for the group. 
 

During the early summer of 1968 we received an unusual request from the Weasenham Senior 
Citizens Club, who asked if we could put on some entertainment for them at their summer party. 
This was way outside our comfort zone, but we decided to give it a go, and it proved to be a very 
successful move. Across the years that the group lasted we would perform quite a lot of this style 
of entertainment, which gave us an opportunity to spread the Gospel in a less conventional way, 
as we would always finish with a selection from our church music catalogue, and explain that this 
was our primary function. 
 

This concert also led to another significant decision within the group. Up to this point we had each 
dressed individually as we saw fit. We thought it would be nice if we could adopt some kind of 
uniform. The problem was finding something which would cover the wide age range within the 
group. Eventually it was decided that the easiest way would be to get a basic pattern that would 
suit everyone and could be adapted to the individual ladies. The dresses were made by Gunhild 
Hilton, a talented seamstress from Great Massingham. 
 

So it was that the group made its debut in what became its trademark cerise Crimplene, (who 
remembers that ladies?). The gentlemen had neckties in the same fabric, worn with white shirts. 
Unfortunately, to the best of our knowledge there are no photographs of the group in existence. 
Maybe someone reading this may have one, which we would love to see. 
 

This is but the beginning of the story, so I will continue it in the next issue of Link. 
 

[If anyone else has similar experiences from the past they would like to share they will be very 
welcome. Ed.] 
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NEW ACCESS RAMP AT WATTON 

Elsie Warby writes: The ramp was finally completed, with just a few days to go, before we 
reopened on Easter Sunday. With a few hours of sweeping, cleaning and tidying, we were 
at last again able to use the Church building for the first time since October. 
 

The original steps have been rearranged, so that the frontage looks similar to before, but 
with a ramp that everyone can access, without having to go in by 'the back door'.  
 

There are still a few modifications to complete, but it will be a great asset to the Church and 
community in the years to come.  
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AUBREY BLOWER 

Stephen Lynn writes:  In the last but one issue of the Link I wrote an appreciation of the life 
of Joyce Blower. Sadly, just a couple of days after the deadline for the last edition, we heard 
the sad news that her husband, Aubrey, had passed away in Priscilla Bacon Lodge, aged 94. 
 

I am not going to write at such length, not that there is not much to say about Aubrey, but 
a lot of what he achieved was very much as part of the life he shared with Joyce, so I would 
just be repeating myself. Also, he will figure large in the next part of the story of my life in 
music which is elsewhere in this edition. 
 

Aubrey was one of twelve children, six boys and six girls, three of whom are still very much 
with us. Those of you who knew Aubrey well will know what a great story teller he was, 
particularly about his early life in Weasenham, and he would recount with pride that 
despite having so many mouths to feed, his mother would always contrive to put a 
wholesome meal on the table. He joked that they all learned to eat quickly as, if you had 
something left on your plate someone else was liable to pinch it!  
 

Aubrey was very community minded, and served for many years as Chairman of 
Weasenham All Saints Parish Council. He also chaired the Playing Fields committee and was 
a stalwart of the Royal British Legion. 
 

He spent most of his working life driving lorries all over the country. After he left the trucks 
behind he took up a new career as a private gardener. 
 

When Joyce retired, the family moved firstly to Hempton, and then to the house next to 
Fakenham chapel where they lived until 2019, when they moved to be with their daughter 
Janet.  
 

Aubrey's was the first face most Sunday morning visitors to the chapel would see, as he and 
his good mate Billy Jordan would take care of the outside stair lift, and he would always 
have a cheery word for everyone. 
 

When Fakenham closed, he and Joyce moved to Stibbard as their worship base, which is 
where they stayed until their final move. 
 

Aubrey was a real old fashioned Norfolk character, the like of whom we don't see often, 
and he will be missed by all who knew him. 
 

He and Joyce have now gone on to continue their relationship together which follows the 
72 years of married life they shared here on Earth. 
 

Rest well old friend. 
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     STIBBARDS’S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pippa Cook reports:  On Christmas Eve, mid-morning, we had a phone call from friends, who 
live opposite the Church in Stibbard, to say that at 2 a.m. when they got up to let their dogs 

out they saw the road flooded and water 
running into the Church. By the time we 
arrived the water had gone and the floor was 
covered in mud. We had Christmas Day with 
our family and set to work on Boxing Day, 
essentially to make ourselves feel better. 
 

We had called Methodist Insurance who 
appointed a loss adjuster, who sent Tempest 

Restoration to install dehumidifiers and 
blowers which were on constantly for a 
month. Tempest took the furniture to put into 
store, and helped to pack books, crockery and 
other ephemera into boxes which were 
stored on top of the cloakroom. They 
removed the carpet, curtains, laminate 
flooring and stripped the floor tiles that were 
underneath. 



11 

 

 FLOOD 

Once the Church was clear and 
dry, BMC East moved in and laid 
new laminate flooring, replaced 
all the skirting, painted the end 
of the Church that had not been 
done previously and laid new 
carpet. 
 

Tempest then brought back all 
the furniture and the curtains, 
which had been cleaned, and we 
were on our way to re-opening 
for Easter. 
 

Of course, there is still much to 
be done. Cupboards need to be 
built, boxes unpacked, and 
everything to be put into places 
that will now be different, but 
gradually it will be finished and 
we look forward to the time 
when we can resume our Railway Film Afternoons and Wednesday Lunches.  
 

We would like to thank all those 
across the Circuit who expressed 
sympathy and interest in our 
plight, those whose offers of help 
could not be taken up because of 
Covid restrictions, and those who 
remembered us in their prayers. 
Thank you too to the Circuit staff 
who enabled us to worship when 
we could not use our building. 
We need to pay a special tribute 
to Methodist Insurance, Quadra, 
the loss adjusters, Tempest 
Restoration from King’s Lynn and 
BMC East from Norwich, who 
have dispelled all our worries and 
worked with care and good 
humour. We thank God for such 
craftsmen. 
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BY NORMAN WAGG 

Due to the kindness of a Swaffham friend I have received The Link for March/May 2021. As 
I don't have the internet, this has given me all I need to put into some form of order, the 
way in which I keep in touch with The Circuit. Also the order of my thinking for each 
weekend and throughout the week.  
 

My weekend begins on Saturday night, with orders of Readings to follow by the day of the 
month, in the Circuit Prayer Calendar. Then Prayer for the Church mentioned. On Sunday, 
the same, only the Readings are from the Methodist Church Worship Book. 
  

From all of this I prepare a Service and give prayerful thought.  
 

Now it's back to The Link.  
 

There are three articles that have revived many memories of the Swaffham Circuit. The first 
is by Stephen Lynn about the number of young people that were in the Circuit. Where are 
they all now? Once a wonderful group of young and older members of Swaffham Circuit, 
which I and my wife were so much part of.  
 

Then it's the article about Rev Liz Jolly, a lovely friend, who, on her return to Central 
Norfolk Circuit, I renewed my links with her again, especially the Wendling Coffee 
Mornings. Plus there were phone calls and a reminder of her Dad, Cyril Jolly, who with 
myself did much for the Local Preachers Mutual Aid. There's also fond memories of going 
with him to Radio Norfolk.  
 

Next the report of Peter Wright by Maggie Blundell. One of his many sayings was “ 
Remember to eat your greens".  
 

Another one was" I'll leave you in charge !“ That was the one said to me when, just before 
my service at Saham Hills one Sunday morning, which was a long time ago - in fact 40 years 
since the last time there. As he accompanied me to the Vestry for prayer, he said “This is 
your day, Norman “, handed me a prepared sermon, and said, “It's all yours.” Throughout 
my preaching years I've never had that experience before or since. Both Peter and 
Elizabeth were strong supporters of Presbyters Meetings. This is one thing I miss greatly.  
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P I E T A 
 

by Rosemary Wakelin 

Your work accomplished  
now I know the sharpness of the sword 
that pierces my heart through. 
Again I hold you in my arms, 
caress and kiss 
thar dearest form 
which carried all my love. 
But as I watched you grow I knew 
the life in you I nurtured 
had a purpose I found hard to bear - 
for you were mine and yet not mine, 
for, though you loved me  
as my dearest son, 
I knew your being drew  
its inner life 
from the mysterious One 
you called your Father: 
and as you taught and healed 
and blessed, 
His love in you 
Embraced all humankind. 
 
I touch your wounded feet 
which walked the Way 
that led you to the Cross 
 
I kiss your silent lips 
which spoke the Truth 
the powerful still reject. 
 
I feel the stillness 
of your lifeless heart and know 
the light of Life itself has died. 
 
The piercing grief 
and weight of total loss 
are now commensurate  
with the joy I knew 
in this my dearest love. 

 
Now others wrap you round 
and lay you  
in your waiting tomb -  
 
And waiting  
night and day 
and night, 
until I feel the stirring 
in that earthy womb, 
and pain and grief 
and loss and death, 
which laboured in you 
for you victory 
give birth to 
Life and Truth, 
your living Way, 
and break out in the glory 
of your Easter Day. 
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BLAKENEY 
 

Samantha Parfitt writes:  Hopefully as you read this edition of The Link the sun will be 
shining and we will be enjoying warm weather and the promises that summer brings. As I 
write this article in mid-April, I am sitting in the conservatory, opposite our neighbour’s 
garden, which has a beautiful Magnolia tree, which is currently in full bloom. I can distinctly 
remember writing about the same tree a year ago in one of the emails I sent out during the 
first lockdown. The blossoming tree reminds me that a year has passed of the doors of The 
Pilgrim Methodist Church (like many others in the Circuit) largely being closed due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and it would be easy to assume that as the doors closed, the work of 
the Church stopped, but we know that isn’t so - in fact, if anything, I think we have been as 
busy as ever! 
 

In the preceding quarter at Blakeney, we have hosted a Virtual Prayer Walk - praying 
around the village over a two-week period, created liturgically themed window displays and 
our benches in the courtyard have been a destination for people to rest during their daily 
walks. Walsingham has continued with online services every other Thursday and during 
Lent, offered a time of Compline every Friday evening via Facebook and graphics during 
Holy Week that carried the Passion narrative of John’s Gospel.  We have also been in 
discussion about how we emerge from Lockdown and hope to have a couple of exciting 
projects to share with you soon! I have been attending some really good webinars on digital 
evangelism and pioneering and have been accepted onto the Methodist Pioneering 
Pathways Programme which is a good thing in terms of my professional development and 
the Pilgrim Church Project!  
 

I look forward to noticing the blossom on the Magnolia Tree next year and have a sense of 
excitement and wonder about what I’ll be reflecting on then! 
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WALSINGHAM 
 

As we hopefully come towards the end of the current lockdown it’s a good time to take 
stock and look towards the future whilst remembering the past and those who helped and 
supported us. 
 

When we were able we paid a visit to St Peter’s Church at Great Walsingham to remember 
Tommy and Sylvia and to put some flowers on the grave. For so long they were Walsingham 
Methodist Chapel. 
 

 

 
The Heritage and Education aspect of our mission have largely been on hold for the past 
year. We do not anticipate school visits starting again until the autumn at the earliest. We 
do however have an active website with a lot of history and photos of our chapel but also 
Methodism and the circuits and chapels which make up and have made up our circuit and 
its predecessors. Old photos, plans etc are there so if you have an interest in this area do 
have a look. I think we can safely say there’s more information there on our chapels than 
anywhere else 

www.walsinghammethodist.com 
 

Into the future we are developing plans to allow us to open the chapel on a regular basis so 
that visitors to Walsingham can see it and meet real live Methodists!! If you are interested 
or want to be involved on an occasional basis please let us know. We have other plans to 
increase our exposure beyond the circuit level. Watch this space. 
 

We are hoping to be able to open during the summer months and are particularly planning 
to open for the Heritage Weekend on September 10-12th with displays etc. Speaking of that 
Sunday we are planning a dedication service of the new ramp and revamped facilities with 
Revd Julian Pursehouse and Revd Jacqui with Deacon Jen on the organ. Make a note of the 
day and look out for further details. 
 

[Continued on page 16] 

http://www.walsinghammethodist.com
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With your thunder and your rock you trod the black track to heaven. 
You just wanted to get out into the open. 

The high, thin air drew you forth, and whitest white shone your raiment. 
Then the lawyer and shaman fixed the way you would be going. 

And from the sun-yellowed cloud was heard a father's pleading call. 
To hold you in the red earth a tent was planned for you. 

But you wanted to get out into the open. 
Coming down you told them to keep secret your many colours. 

But you wanted to get out into the open. 
You just wanted to get out into the open. 

 
© 2019 Andrew Fielding  

(The Feast of the Transfiguration is 6th August) 

 

WALSINGHAM 
 

[Continued from page 15] 
 
Whilst we have been unable to restart services, as you read this the final touches of the 
project are now complete and we hope to restart at least monthly services from July when 
we may be allowed to sing again. 
 

In the meantime, our Zoom services continue, and may indeed long term. Usually about 20 
of us meet together for 30-45 mins. Anyone is more than welcome to join us on alternate 
Thursdays for 7.1 5.p.m. The link is always 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6092236700 
Meeting ID: 609 223 6700 
 

All our previous services are on YouTube and are posted afterwards. Look for our channel 
Pilgrim Methodist Church (not the American version !!) for these together with circuit 
services. Here are links to ones that Dee Moden and Andrew King spoke at recently 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGcxG1vJcAw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_xgsz56cco&t=23s 

 

Our next Thursdays will be 
June 3rd, June 17th, July 1st, July 15th, July 29th 

 

Any questions or problems please give Glyn or Sam a call or email. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGcxG1vJcAw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_xgsz56cco&t=23s
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Bread and wine Plus towel and bowl Plus money bag Plus purple robe and crown of thorns 

Plus whip Plus palm leaf 

Plus nails 

EASTER DAY! 

 

TRAGEDY TO TRIUMPH TABLE 
 

AT SWAFFHAM 
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          NEWS FROM  

BEETLEY 
 

We were delighted to reopen on Easter Day 
with two services, Morning with Aileen Fox 
and in the evening, Rev. Anne broadcast her 
service via Zoom so that friends around the 
Circuit and further afield could join us. 
 

From now on, morning services will be held 
at 10.30 a.m. on the second and fourth 
Sundays and evening services at 6.00 p.m. 
on the first and third. Please book with Ann 
Pope as places are limited while social 
distancing is in force. 
 

During the 'lockdown' period, the Chapel 
railings displayed a series of poems, prayers 
and hymns which were appreciated by 
passers-by. Monthly Prayers are continuing, 
especially thinking of our many friends who 
are unwell and concerns about the current 
situation. 
 

We really appreciate the work of our 
Minister, Rev. Anne, our Steward, friends 
who have tried hard to keep us all in touch 
and other friends who have continued to 
support us financially. 

SWAFFHAM 
 

Swaffham Methodist Church will hopefully 
be meeting every Sunday at 10.45am for 
morning worship. In due course we hope 
that the following will take place again: 
 

• Power of Prayer 9.30am on Fridays.  
• Thursday Group 2.30 pm second and 

fourth Thursday of the month. (Sept - 
May ) 

• Meeting Place drop-in Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings 10am - 12noon 

 

[See page 17 for pictures from Swaffham. Ed.] 

HOLT 
 
We are delighted to be able to welcome 
people back to our weekly services at 11.00 
a.m.  We also are meeting on Fridays at 9.30 
a.m. for our Friday Prayer Time which lasts 
about 20 minutes. 
 

Hopefully in July we will be able to restart 
our Cream Teas (Covid safe, of course) 
which will be on the third Friday of the 
month from 2.00 – 4.00 p.m. 
 

We hope very much that Stepping Stones 
for very young children and their parents/
carers will be able to restart in due course.  
We have had some enquiries about it.  
Similarly there is a will to continue with our 
Bereavement Group later in the year.  We 
have some interest in helping with this. 
 

Things are also beginning to move forward 
again on Phase 2 of our Development 
Project.  Hopefully there will be more to 
report on this in the next edition. 

LITCHAM 
 

Our regular services have now resumed but 
we have decided that any other events 
(including our weekly Coffee Mornings) will 
wait until the Autumn. 

MATTISHALL 
 

Our weekly services began again in May.  
We hope to resume our Charity Coffee 
Mornings on Saturdays as soon as we are 
allowed to do so, possibly from July. 
 

 Similarly we want to resume our twice 
monthly Dementia Support Group – The 
Link – once it is safe to do so. 
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 CHURCHES 

DEREHAM 
Trinity 

 
We are now back to having one service each 
Sunday at 10.45 am. As from 3rd June at 
10.30 a.m. Rev Anne will be holding a Mid-
Week Communion service each month on 
the first Thursday. Most of our meetings are 
looking to start up again in September. 

SPORLE 
 
Sadly this year began for us with the sudden 
death of John Silvey, our Property Steward. 
He and his wife Ann were also very active in 
Village activities as with our Society, Ann 
also being a Worship Leader.  They have 3 
children, grown up with families, one of 
whom lives in Northern Ireland. Ann was 
able to buy a bungalow next door and feels 
she will be able to continue her Christian 
service there.  We are hoping to meet to 
say ‘Goodbye’ to Ann and give thought to 
reopening the Chapel. 

WATTON 
 

Weekly services have resumed at 10.30am 
and 6.30pm. No other activities are planned 
as yet, but over the next few months, we 
may be able to look forward to new 
developments. 
 

[See also article on page 8  Ed.] 

GARVESTONE 
 

As well as our weekly Sunday services at 
6.00 p.m. we are holding our regular 
monthly Prayer Meetings.  We hope that it 
will be possible to resume Knit and Natter 
from July and to include, if allowed, 
refreshments. 

GREAT ELLINGHAM 
 

Our Coffee and Fellowship meetings will not 
take place during this period. Sadly we have 
lost three ladies who regularly attend these 
meetings. 
 

We hope to have our Chapel Anniversary on 
Sunday, June 6th, to be led by Rev. Jan May, 
an Anglican minister who lives in our village. 
 

We pray for better times ahead.  Our 
numbers are now very low. 

HINGHAM 
 

We have reopened our Chapel as from 
Easter Sunday and are doing our own 
Fellowship services on the Sundays that we 
do not have a planned preacher. 

TITTLESHALL 
 

Our weekly services resumed on Easter 
Sunday.   
 

We are very much looking forward to being 
able to resume our coffee mornings.  The 
demand is there as we are being asked 
when they will return. 

WENDLING 
 

At the moment we are having services on 
alternate Sundays.  We are still feeling the 
effect of Liz’s passing and seeking the way 
forward in these uncertain times.  

SCULTHORPE AND FAKENHAM 
 

We hope to restart worship some time in 
June.  In the meantime we are keeping in 
touch, circulating information and greetings 
by phone, email, or on paper. 
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NEWS FROM CHURCHES 

STIBBARD 
 
Now that we have overcome our flooding 
problems (see article on pages 10-11) we 
are looking to the future.  All our Sunday 
services will now begin at 11.00 a.m. We 
hope to begin most of our other regular 
events from September – Lunch @ the 
Centre, Railway Film Afternoons, Quiz 
Nights and, hopefully, the Circuit Choir 
Practices.  The Ecumenical Prayer Sessions 
(which we do not organise but participate 
in) are continuing now either on Zoom or in 
people’s gardens.  Life is going to be busy! 

WELLS 
 

Our Sunday services are taking place weekly 
at 11.00 a.m.  At this stage no other regular 
meetings are envisaged. 

GRESSENHALL 
 

We are having services on the first and third 
Sundays.  Otherwise we are doing our best 
to encourage and support one another. 

SAHAM HILLS 
 
We were pleased to reopen on April 4th for 
our Easter Service. It was good to be back 
and we enjoyed seeing our friends, 
listening to the hymns and worshipping 
together.  
 

We will try to open each Sunday now, all 
being well, and our services remain at 
10.30 a.m. Our numbers are slightly down 
but soon we will all have had our second 
jabs and we are hoping that more of our 
chapel family will be able to return to 
worship with us.  
 

If you would like to join us, we have room 
enough to maintain social distancing and 
you would be very welcome.  
 

Advanced Notice: We will not be holding our 
popular Plant Sale this year. 

THURSFORD 
 

Although the church is at present (April) 
closed we are keen to get it open again and 
plans for doing so are being formulated. 
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT 
 

For your information, prayer and support. 

Please rememberthat many of the activities listed are still 

to be confirmed (tbc). 

 

SWAFFHAM 
 

Services:  every Sunday at 10.45 a.m. 
 

Power of Prayer Group:  Every Friday 9.30 
a.m. Praying for our world. (tbc) 

 

The Meeting Place:  10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon 
every Tuesday and Thursday. (tbc)    

 

Thursday Group: 2.30 – 4.00 p.m. It is hoped 
that this will restart in September. 

 

HOLT 
 

Services: every Sunday at 11.00 a.m. 
 

Friday Prayer Time:  9.30 a.m. on Fridays. 
 

Stepping Stones:  in abeyance with its future 
tbc. 

 

Bereavement Group: in abeyance with a hope 
it can be re-started later in the year. 

 

Cream Teas and Olive’s Bargain Basement:  
2.00 – 4.00 p.m.  July 16th, August 20th (tbc). 

 

BEETLEY 
 

Services:  10.30 a.m. on the second and fourth 
     Sundays. 
         6.00 p.m. on the first and third  
     Sundays. 

 

WATTON 
 

Services:  every Sunday at 10.30 a.m. and 
6.30 p.m. 

 

GARVESTONE 
 

Services:  every Sunday at 6.00p.m. 
 

Prayer Meetings:  7.00 p.m. June 18th, July 
16th, August 20th. 

 

Knit and Natter: 10.30 – 12.00 noon  July 
13th, August 10th. 

 

MATTISHALL 
 

Services:  every Sunday at 2.30 p.m.: 
 

Monthly Charity Coffee Mornings: 10.00 – 
11.30 a.m. first Saturday in the month, 
hopefully beginning in July (tbc). 

 

Mattishall Dementia Support Group – “The 
Link”: 10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon. first and 
third Tuesdays in the month as soon as it is 
permissible to do so (tbc). 

 

DEREHAM 
Trinity 

 

Services:  every Sunday at 10.45 a.m. 
 

Mid-week Communion:  10.30 a.m. June 3rd, 
July 1st, August 5th. 

 

TITTLESHALL 
 

Services:  every Sunday at 9.30 a.m. 

 

WALSINGHAM 
 

Service on Zoom on alternate Thursdays. 
   See page 16. 
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STIBBARD 
 

Services;  every Sunday at 11.00 a.m. 
 

Ecumenical Prayers and Coffee: 10.30 a.m. 
weekly on Zoom or in people’s gardens. 

 

Lunch @ The Centre: 12.30 p.m. second 
Wednesday in the month from September 
(tbc). 

 

Railway Film Afternoons with Tea and 
Cake: 2.30 p.m. first Saturday in the month 
from September (tbc). 

 

Circuit Choir Practice:  7.30 p.m. first and 
third Friday in the month beginning in the 
Autumn (tbc). 

 

Quiz Night @ The Centre:  7.00 for 7.30 p.m. 
August 27th (tbc). 

 

GREAT ELLINGHAM 
 

Services:  alternate Sundays at 2.30 p.m.   
 

Chapel Anniversary: 11.00 a.m. June 6th led 
by Rev. Jan May (tbc). 

 

WELLS  
with Churches Together in Wells 

 

Services: every Sunday at 11.00 a.m. 

 

TOFTWOOD 
 

Services:  every Sunday at 11.00 a.m. 
 
Guides: Mondays, 7.00 – 8.30 p.m.  Resuming 

May 17th. 

 

BLAKENEY 
 

Services:  Alternate Thursday evenings at 7.15 
p.m. on Zoom (combined with Walsingham).  
See page 16. 

 

FULMODESTON 
 

Services:  alternate Sundays at 2.30 p.m. 

 

SPORLE 
 

Services:  no services at present but we hope 
to restart in due course. 

 

WENDLING 
 

Services:  alternate Sundays at 10.30 a.m.   

 

THURSFORD 
 

Services:  no services at the time of writing 
but ideas are being discussed. 

 

GRESSENHALL 
 

Services:  alternate Sundays at 2.30 p.m. 

 

SCULTHORPE AND FAKENHAM 
 

Services:  it is hoped to restart worship at 
some time in June. 

 

NEW HOLKHAM 
 

Services:  Sundays at 2.30 p.m. monthly on 
Zoom. 

 

HINGHAM 
 

Services: every Sunday at 10.30 a.m. 
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NORTHERN PRAYER 
FELLOWSHIP 

 

7.15 p.m. every Monday evening via Zoom 

 

Mon 7.15 pm Northern Prayer Fellowship Bible Study ZOOM 

Mon 7.00-8.30 Guides Toftwood MC 

Tues 10.00-12.00 The Meeting Place Swaffham MC 

Thurs 10.00-12.00 The Meeting Place Swaffham MC 

Fri 9.30 am Friday Prayer Time Holt MC 

Fri 9.30 am Power of Prayer Group Swaffham MC 

 

LITCHAM 
 

Services: every Sunday at 10.30 a.m. 

 

SAHAM HILLS 
 

Services:  every Sunday at 10.30 a.m.  

 

CIRCUIT MEETINGS 
 

7.30 p.m. Wednesday 9th June at Swaffham 
or on Zoom 

REGULAR Weekly dates for prayer 
 

Further details elsewhere in The Link. 
Please remember that any of these events may be changed at 

short notice. 

A graphic made by Sam Parfitt of a Sufi poem that she found very helpful to reflect on during lockdown,  
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DATES FOR YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT 
 
 

Please remember that all the events listed below are provisional. 

June 3 10.30 am Mid-week Communion Dereham Trinity MC 

June 3 7.15 pm ‘Walsingham’ Service Zoom 

June 6 11.00 am Chapel Anniversary led by Rev Jan May Great Ellingham MC 

June 9 7.30 pm CIRCUIT  MEETING Swaffham MC or Zoom 

June 17 7.15 pm ‘Walsingham’ Service Zoom 

June 18 7.00 pm Prayer Meeting Garvestone MC 

July 1 10.30 am Mid-week Communion Dereham Trinity MC 

July 1 7.15 pm ‘Walsingham’ Service Zoom 

July 3 10.00-11.30 Coffee Morning Mattishall MC 

July 13 10.30-12.00 Knit and Natter Garvestone MC 

July 15 7.15 pm ‘Walsingham’ Service Zoom 

July 16 2.00-4.00 Cream Teas and Olive’s Bargain Basement Holt MC 

July 16 7.00 pm Prayer Meeting Garvestone MC 

July 29 7.15 pm ‘Walsingham’ Service Zoom 

Aug 1 10.00-11.30 Coffee Morning Mattishall MC 

Aug 5 10.30 am Mid-week Communion Dereham Trinity MC 

Aug 10 10.30-12.00 Knit and Natter Garvestone MC 

Aug 20 2.00-4.00 Cream Teas and Olive’s Bargain Basement Holt MC 

Aug 20 7.00 pm Prayer Meeting Garvestone MC 

Aug 27 7.30 p.m. Quiz Night @ The Centre Stibbard M Ch Centre 

 

Published by the Central Norfolk Circuit of the Methodist Church 

 

FROM LOCKDOWN TO FREEDOM!  

From Jacky Woor:  I don’t know about you but I have 

found it quite difficult to get myself ready for a bit 

more freedom in the coming weeks. Having spent the 

last year hardly leaving the complex where I live I am 

now finding it quite hard to take myself out of the 

comfort zone of my home. I know that I need to start 

mixing with other people a bit now, but is it safe? 
 

I am sure that many of you are also feeling the same. 

Should we take the risk? Should we mix with people 

we haven’t seen in a long time? Where is it safe to go 

and what can we do? All very valid questions and only 

as individuals can they be answered. 
 

Is this how the disciples felt after the Crucifixion? I 

rather think it must have been. They too feared the 

unknown, the possible danger of leaving their homes, 

the safety of being with close friends and family. 

Suddenly, after the Resurrection, they see Jesus and 

he instructs them ‘Go out into the world and spread 

the Good News’. What a commission! Not only is he 

suggesting they leave their homes and the safety of 

family and friends, but go out to other towns and 

villages, and eventually other countries. If they had 

not been brave enough, strong enough in their faith, 

we today would not have heard the message. 
 

As Christians we too are being asked to go out and 

meet others, give them the Good News and 

encourage others to do likewise. This we cannot do 

sitting at home. As the country comes to terms with 

all that has happened over the past year, comes to 

grips with vaccinating all adults, getting industry back 

on track, businesses reopened and some type of 

normality back, we too need to take courage, put our 

trust in Our Lord, and go out into the world – well our 

town anyway! 
 

I have started by attending our church services in 

person, now back on the plan for preaching at other 

local churches and actually doing my own shopping – 

are you doing the same? 
 

Good luck. 


